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[ Abstract])

By the mid-nineteenth century while Flaubert wrote Madame Bovary, the French middle class
had already become the pillars of the society and drove people’s retrospection from the public
spheres to the private ones. The elite culture started to merge with the public tastes: novels, media,
fashions, and recreations had modified the living trend of the emerging citizenship and also
established the reputation of Paris as the center of vogue. The splendid vanity along with
gorgeous extravagancy indulged itself with both the magnificent perspectives of the upper-class
and every possible lust in worldly life, and marked itself as a consumable symbol with the turbulent
modernity including artificial nature, materialized state of mind and dramatized living. The
female internality, as well as the intra-domains, were all attached with this cultural code. Emma’s

life was especially carved with some indelible marks.
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[ Abstract])

The English word midwife has undergone the process of semantic broadening,
i.e., a shift from midwifei (a woman who helps women in childbirth) to midwife: (a
person who helps women in childbirth). This change took at least more than three
hundred years. That men began to “help women in childbirth” can be considered as
the external cause. This paper shows that the important factors which constitute a set
of internal causes include Antonym-as-Head (a process of compounding) and the
Return Effect (a type of reanalysis). This paper also shows that the following factor
should be another cause inside language for the change. That is, the shift from
man/male midwifei to man/male midwife>» makes simpler and easier the processes of
encoding and decoding man/male midwife.

[ Key words ]
Antonym-as-Head, Return Effect, semantic broadening, semantic combination,

Hyperonym-as-Head
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