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Abstract

In Zakes Mda’s The Heart of Redness, two contiguous epistemic arrangements 

go along with forces because of the rupture caused by unpreventable collision of the 

incompatible religious or knowledge modes of being.  The image of redness not only 

signifies a hot-blooded energetic future but also pictures a traumatic past.  Through 

sorting out the meaning of episteme in Michel Foucault’s The Order of Things, my 

paper will explore how a past belief still dominates over the post-apartheid South 

Africa and how it appears to re-colonize the Xhosa in The Heart of Redness.
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