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Abstract

As is known to everyone, in many famous works of Kenji Miyazawa’s fairy 

tales, there is no borderline whatsoever between life and death and the hero can 

freely pass through the boundary.

In general, the subject of death is rarely treated in fairy tales, yet indications 

about death are often seen in Kenji’s works. Among them, Bare Foot of Light has 

vivid descriptions of the after-world and the hell, which is so extraordinary. 

Specifically, in Bare Foot of Light, the after-world of Naraotto and Ichiro’s near death 

experience can be explored beyond the genre of juvenile literature, to which fairy 

tales belong. 
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What is perhaps the most incredible common element in the accounts I 

have studied, and is certainly the element which has the most profound effect 

upon the individual, is the encounter with a very bright light.

Despite the light's unusual manifestation, however, not one person has 

expressed any doubt whatsoever that it was a being, a being of light. Not only 

that, it is a personal being. It has a very definite personality. The love and the 

warmth which emanate from this being to the dying person are utterly beyond 

words, and he feels completely surrounded by it and taken up in it, completely

at ease and accepted in the presence of this being.29

                                                          
29 Raymond A. Moody, JR Life After Life , Bantam  Books, Inc, 1986, P58 59

30 Sogyal Rinpoche
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