
1

/ Han Jiaming 

Department of English, Peking University

Abstract

Laurence Sterne’s Tristram Shandy is a book about men, especially about men’s 

hobby horses, and consequently little critical attention has been paid to the female 

characters who rarely appear and often remain silent when they do appear. But with a 

close reading of the text, I find that aunt Dinah, widow Wadman and Mrs. Shandy 

deserve serious scrutiny. If the surface text demonstrates how the Shandy men 

manage to control women, the subtext may show that women are not easily controlled 

but try hard to assert their own desires and express their own interests. In other words, 

beneath the male dominant surface, there might be some subversive challenges to that 

dominance. 
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