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Abstract

Numbers are the foes of many best interpreters. Numbers are challenging and yet 

critical. Despite the difficulty and significance of numbers in interpreting, relevant 

empirical studies are limited. Research on systematic training of number interpreting 

is especially scarce. Hence, this study aims to examine whether an intensive number 

practice regime can enhance the accuracy of numbers in English-to-Chinese 

simultaneous interpretation. Five graduate students in an interpretation program 

practiced pre-recorded materials full of numbers in the format of one-minute 

consecutive interpretation and two-minute simultaneous interpretation. They practiced 

for 15-30 minutes five days a week for one semester. Their progress was tracked with 

a pretest, a post-test, and a follow-up test after the winter break. The results supported 

the potential of this number practice regime.  
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Vital Speeches of the Day The Middle Kingdom: Technology Transfer 

and the Future of the People’s Republic of China 2001, Vol.67, No.6 1
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9

trillion

90,000 65,000

300,000 360,000 280,000 320,000 Wang 2005

Wang

processing capacity Pellatt 2006

working memory

9

10,000 10,000
2

 45.3 17.7 41.7% 15.5% 27.5 33.3% 

71.9% 38.2% 64.3% 37.9% 49% 55.6% 

62.5% 30.1% 54.8% 30.2% 41% 43.1% 

 59.9 28.7% 53.6% 27.9% 39.2% 44% 

In 2006, U.S. GDP was 11.4 trillion dollars and China's was 2.65 trillion 

dollars. The World Bank statistics show that between 2003 and 2005, the U.S. 

economic growth contributed to 29.8% of world GDP growth, ranking first, while 

China contributed to 13.8%, ranking second. China's contribution to world GDP 

growth in 2007 is estimated at 16%. Economic stability and growth in China and the 

United States is of great significance to the economic growth and prosperity of the 

whole world.  

2006 GDP

GDP GDP

13.8 GDP
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2006 GP GDP 11.6 GDP 2

2 2003 2005 GDP 29%

GDP 13% 2007 GDP

16%
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29.8% 10 13.8% GDP

2007 GDP 16%

In 1998, there were more than 90,000 Chinese graduate students 

studying the sciences, about another 65,000 graduate students pursuing degrees in 

medicine, and more than 300,000 in graduate studies in engineering.  

At the undergraduate level, there were almost 360,000 students studying the 

sciences, more than 280,000 studying medicine, and more staggering still, more than 

1.3 million studying engineering. This does not even begin to count the 320,000 

Chinese students studying overseas. 

1998
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…

95 95%

1998

Because of China’s remarkable growth, some people accuse China of 

taking away American jobs by exporting to the United States. But the fact is, U.S. 

unemployment rate in recent years has been round 4.5%, the lowest in history. 

Although 2.5 million manufacturing jobs were gone between 1996 and 2005, 15 

million new jobs were created in the same period in the service sector, which accounts 

for 80% of the U.S. economy.  

4.25
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1

The Middle Kingdom: Technology Transfer and the Future of the People’s 

Republic of China 

Address by DOUGLAS A. PATTERSON, President and CEO, Community of 

Science, Inc. Delivered in Shenzhen, China, October 14, 2000 

Good afternoon everyone, and thank you for joining me today to discuss the 

development of high-tech infrastructure here in China - a process that will have 

far-reaching effects to better the lives of millions of people in both China and the 

West.  

First I would like to thank my host: the Municipal Government of Shenzhen, who 

have done such a wonderful job preparing the facilities for our conference.  

This is my first visit to China, and all of our hosts have worked together to make my 

stay both memorable and productive. I thank you for your hospitality.  

I am flattered to have been invited to address such an important group - one with a 

diverse membership but with whom I feel very comfortable……. 

China's economy has been growing continuously and rapidly since you began reform 

and opening-up. This allows it to serve as an important engine for the prosperity in 

the Asia-Pacific region and for the growth of world economy. In 2006, U.S. GDP was 

11.4 trillion dollars and China's was 2.65 trillion dollars. The World Bank statistics 

show that between 2003 and 2005, the U.S. economic growth contributed to 29.8% of 

world GDP growth, ranking first, while China contributed to 13.8%, ranking second. 

China's contribution to world GDP growth in 2007 is estimated at 16%. Economic 

stability and growth in China and the United States is of great significance to the 

economic growth and prosperity of the whole world.  

Consider these statistics….. 



 29

Several years ago, the World Trade Organization published a study that concluded 

that for every dollar an economy spends on communications infrastructure, it will get 

back three dollars in economic growth.  

If that's the case, then China has been investing wisely. Because since 1993, the 

number of computers in China per capita has increased by over 1,000 percent.  

And in the next five years, that figure, per capita, will increase over 212 percent 

more….. 

By 1999 that figure had risen to nearly 100 percent a percentage higher than any other 

in the developed world. According to the United Kingdom-based magazine, The 

Economist, China has more phone lines than any other country on earth besides the 

United States…… 

Every day, 25,000 more Chinese become mobile phone subscribers and everyday 

33,000 buy a new handset.  

If a mere 8 million mobile phone users in Sweden and Denmark can provide Ericsson 

and Nokia a real-world laboratory to dominate this industry, what sort of 

opportunities will a laboratory of 43 million users provide Chinese engineers?  

Again, in 1992, China exported a grand total of $4 billion worth of high-technology 

products. By 1995, that figure stood at $10 billion.  

And in 2005, the last year in which I have figures, China exported $200 billion in 

high-tech goods and services. Again, to say that China is still a developing country 

should fall on deaf ears.  

The engine for these exports is being driven by a new generation of Chinese citizens 

trained by your colleges and universities. (actually, many trained by Western schools, 

each year 320,000 go to West, but only 100,000 ever return to China.)  

One figure that gives me great encouragement is the percentage of your university 

students getting educations in both engineering and the hard sciences.  
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In 1998, there were more than 90,000 Chinese graduate students studying the sciences, 

about another 65,000 graduate students pursuing degrees in medicine, and more than 

300,000 in graduate studies in engineering.  

At the undergraduate level, there were almost 360,000 students studying the sciences, 

more than 280,000 studying medicine, and more staggering still, more than 1.3 

million studying engineering. This does not even begin to count the 320,000 Chinese 

students studying overseas….  

2

1. Do you think this intensive daily practice was helpful? 

No, please elaborate. 

Yes, please elaborate. 

2.  What do you think are the pros and cons of this practice regime? 

3. Would you recommend that the teacher continue to have students go through this 

practice?  

No, please elaborate. 

Yes, please elaborate. 

4. What is the number one thing about the practice that needs to be improved? 

5. What is the number one thing about the practice that you love? 

6. In the process of the practice, were you ever overwhelmed and wanting to quit? 

7. If yes, what have kept you going? 

8. Was the encouragement the teacher provided helpful? 

9. Is providing the text right after the practice helpful?  

10. Any other suggestions?  
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The United States: Capitalist model to the world George Marotta. Vital 

Speeches of the Day. New York: Oct 1, 2002. Vol. 68, Iss. 24; pg. 781, 4 pgs 

In March 2000, the U.S. stock market reached an incredible value of $16 trillion 

dollars. The Dow Jones Industrial Average touched 11,700; the NASDAQ over-the-- 

counter market vaulted to 5,050, and the S&P 500 Index reached 1,530. Never before 

had such massive wealth been created in only one short decade. Now, of course, we 

know that we were in a very large "bubble." Today, the value of all publicly traded 

stocks is "only" $10 trillion. The Dow is below 8,603, the NASDAQ has shrunk to 

1,324, and the S&P 500 Index is at 909.  

At the close of World War II, the U.S. possessed two-- thirds of the world's 

productive capacity and also two-- thirds of the world's equity. Fifty-seven years ago, 

the United States found itself the strongest country in the world - a position 

previously held by Great Britain. In contrast, the Depression years of the 1930s were 

a disaster for our country. The economy was in shambles and unemployment hovered 

around 25 percent. In other words, one in four workers had no job. Then, preparations 

for war quickly eliminated that unemployment…..  

Economic future in the West: Continued economic boom in China or a bust 

about to happen? 

John F Copper. Vital Speeches of the Day. New York: Oct 1, 2002. Vol. 68, Iss. 24; 

pg. 777, 5 pgs 

China has become the world's largest producer of steel (in 1998; in 1978 it was 

fifth) and retains that status. It became the largest producer of coal (in 1989), cement 

(in 1985) and fertilizer (in 1978) and holds the number one rank in all of these today.  

It became the largest manufacturer of televisions in 1999; in 2001 it accounted for a 

quarter of the world's output. It produces 40 percent of the air-conditioners in the 

world, 45 percent of the motorcycles and 40 percent of the DVD players. In all of 
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these it is growing.  

It is expanding much faster in the production of cellular telephones (and uses more 

than any country in the world).  


