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Abstract

This paper focused on the use of sensation adjective

‘SAMUSHI’ through the analysis of the oldest existing collection of 

Japanese poetry . The attempt is to illustrate the trend of 

use of ‘SAMUSHI’ in this mater ial. Via the research of the 

aforementioned material ,  the next three points have become more 

clear. Firstly,  there are two main sensat ion words to describe 

coldness,  one is ‘SAMUSHI’ ,  the other  one is ‘TSUMETASHI’ in 

modern Japanese. However, ‘SAMUSHI’ covered most meanings of 

coldness ti l l Ear ly Middle Age. Secondly, ‘SAMUSHI’ can be used 

to describe the sound of creatures.  This usage could be considered to 

be passed along from China. Lastly,  i t  is clear that the adverbial  

usage of ‘SAMUSHI’ is different from modern Japanese from this 

study. It  could be related to writ ing style.
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