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Abstract  

This paper discusses "one" in Chinese and Japanese with the concept of 

“boundedness”. We propose “lexical boundedness” and “event boundedness” to 

explain Japanese and the Chinese "one". "One" in Japanese is an aspect element 

in the lexical level. When combined with elements such as verbs and nouns, it 

gives an event a clear end point, expressing a "aspectual boundedness". On the 

other hand, Chinese "one" has nothing to do with the concept of time. Chinese 

"one" which has the individualization function expresses an "event 

boundedness" by give things a specific outline. 
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