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Abstract  

This study analyses the storytelling utterances of Taiwanese learners of 

Japanese and Native Japanese Speakers using the I-JAS corpus. We focused on the 

frequency of occurrence, considering the duration of speech and the filler produced. 

We obtained the following results. 

 Learners' filler is more different with Native speakers as proficiency 

increases. 

 Native speakers produce more filler than learners.  

 Extended filler increases, lexical filler increases as proficiency 

increases. 

 There is a common trend in the learners' fillers. Learners' filler is 

concentrated on "soshite" and "ano" and "a" and "e". 

 Native speakers' filler is concentrated on "e" and "etto". 
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3 SPOT (Simple Performance-Oriented Test) 
4 J-CAT (Japanese Computerized Adaptive Test)



68 
 

 



69 

 



70 
 

 



71 

 

 



72 
 



73 

 



74 
 

 



75 



76 
 

 

 



77 

 



78 
 



79 

 



80 
 



81 

 

 

 

 

 

 



82 
 



83 



84 
 

Brown, Gillian(1977)Listening to spoken English. Essex: Longman. 



85 

Iwasaki, Noriko(2011)“Filling social space with fillers: gains in social dimension 

after studying abroad.” Japanese Language and Literature, 45, pp.169-193. 

Levelt, W. J. M.(1989)Speaking: from intention to articulation. Cambridge: The 

MIT Press. 

Philips, M. K.(1998)Discourse markers in Japanese : connectives, fillers, and 

interactional particles. Doctoral dissertation, Michigan State University. 


